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Section A: Reading Comprehension 

Read the following passage then answer the questions that follow: 

 

History of the Pencil 

Pencils are found everywhere… except a sharpened one when you need it!  As pencils 
are so useful and so commonly used in daily life, they are taken for granted. And yet, 
it is a fact that pencils are one of the greatest inventions of all times. 

The history of the pencil starts with a thunderstorm.   After a violent storm struck the 
Lake District in north-west England in the sixteenth century, the local people 
discovered a large uprooted tree.  Under the tree was an unknown black substance.  
This rock-like substance broke easily, was slightly shiny and smooth to the touch and 
it left a black mark on the hands of all those who touched it. 

At first, the local farmers used the newly discovered substance to mark their sheep.   
Other people quickly realised that they could use it to write on paper.  However, it 
was messy and soft. To use it with paper, people wrapped a thin stick of the substance 
in stiff sheepskin or rope.  Later, people called this substance ‘graphite’. 

The Italians were the first to invent a wooden covering to hold a thin stick of graphite 
firmly in place to make writing easy.  Italian craftsmen hollowed out two small pieces 
of wood and then they placed the stick of graphite in one of the hollows.  They then 
glued the two pieces of wood together. When dry, it formed what today we know as a 
pencil. The Germans developed this idea further. In fact, the first mass-produced 
pencils were produced in Nuremberg, Germany, in 1662. 

The first mass-produced pencils were not painted, to show off the high-quality wood 
covering. But by the 1890s, many pencil makers started painting pencils and printing 
brand names on them. There is an interesting story about how the familiar yellow 
pencil came to be. Pencils have been painted yellow ever since the 1890s. And that 
bright colour is not just so you can find them on your desk more easily! During the 
1800s, the best graphite in the world came from China. 

Pencil makers wanted a special way to tell people that their pencils contained Chinese 
graphite. In China, the colour yellow is associated with royalty and respect.  Pencil 
makers began painting their pencils bright yellow to suggest this "royal" feeling and 
association with China. However, nowadays, yellow pencils have become very 
common and they do not remind us of kings and queens. 

Adapted from an article by Edwin Drummond and text from http://www.pencils.com 
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Questions: 

1. Write down the year when construction on The Tower of London started.  

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Rewrite    the correct answer.                

(a) All palaces in Europe were built (before, after, at the same time as) The Tower of 
London. 

(b) The Tower of London is made up of (several, only a few, two) buildings. 

(c) Lions were (among the first, the last, the only) animals to be housed at The Tower. 

(d) Before World War II the public (was able, was not able, was not allowed) to visit 
The Tower. 

(e) The Crown Jewels have been on show for (more than, less than, exactly) two 
hundred years. 

(f) The Imperial State Crown has (more than, less than, exactly) three thousand 
diamonds. 

3. What happened to the Royal Menagerie?        

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

4.  (a)  Find a word from paragraph 4 which is the opposite in meaning of leave.   

     __________________________________________________________________ 

     (b)  Which phrase of two words in paragraph 7 tells you that the ravens have been 
living    at The Tower of London for a very long time?    

      __________________________________________________________________    

5.  Name two objects, mentioned in the passage, that represent royalty.      

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

6.   What are the responsibilities of the Beefeaters at The Tower?     

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE?      

(a) The Crown Jewels attract a lot of tourists.                                ____________________

(b) The Ravenmaster takes care of the ravens in The Tower.         ____________________

(c) The ravens can fly away.                                                            ___________________

(d)  There are 30 Beefeaters.                                                            ___________________

8.  Why is it important for the ravens to stay at The Tower?     

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

                   

                                                                   

                                                                                                            TOTAL: ___ / 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 | P a g e  G r a d e   7   S u m m e r   R e v i s i o n   P a c k   2 
2020 ‐ 2021 

Section B: Writing 

Review	

HOW TO WRITE A REVIEW 
A review is a description of a live performance, an art show community event 

or an evaluation of a TV show, movie you have watched, a computer game 

you have played, a website or a book you have read. 

• Reviews are helpful because they inform the reader about the 

movie or book they may be interested in. 

• Often a review will influence people by telling them a little bit 

about the story WITHOUT telling them everything. (You must 

NEVER give away the ending.) 

• While it is important to tell the storyline, do so briefly! 
 

• Choose the main events which take place – NOT every detail 
 

• Use DESCRIPTIVE words to describe the movie or book 

(interesting, boring, adventurous, exciting, confusing, thrilling etc.). 

• Your opinion – Why did you like/dislike it? 
 

• What was your favorite part? And why? 
 

• If you could change something what would it be and why? 
 

• Did you like the character/s? 
 

• Your recommendation: Would you recommend seeing the 

movie or reading the book? Who would you recommend see 

it/read it? 

• Would it be of particular interest to a specific group of people? 

(Explain: I would recommend this movie to all Australians because 

it deals with issues which are central to the heart of all of us). 

• What type of language does it use? Does it use technical language, 

complex language or colloquial (everyday) language? By 

discussing the level of language used it will help the viewers or 

readers decide whether they will be able to understand and enjoy 

the movie/book. 
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FILM REVIEW PLANNING GUIDE: 
 
Title:_______________________________                                                                                      
Director:_____________________________                                                                                  
Audience you are writing for:_________________________                                                      

 
Main characters and the actors that played them: 

1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    

Opinions/comments: (e.g. Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Plot Analysis: 

Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Analysis of key aspects of the film: (Paragraph minimum for each area) 

Theme/Plot: 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Genre: 

What type of Fantasy and why? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Characters: 

Choose one or two characters to look at in depth. Hint: choose ones that polarize the 

audience e.g. love or hate them. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Film Features: 

Costumes, sound/music, lighting, special effects, cinematography, framing, shots and 

camera angles. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Rating: 

 

Remember your review must be informative and entertaining! 

Task: 

.0 words40 –350 Your essay must be ew a new movie.  Revi 

to make sure that you  planning guideAs a guideline remember to use your 
include all of the necessary elements in your essay.  

 

___________________________________________  

(Title)        

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Number of words:__________ 

 



11 | P a g e  G r a d e   7   S u m m e r   R e v i s i o n   P a c k   2 
2020 ‐ 2021 

 

 

 


	Name: 
	Section: 
	1 Write down the year when construction on The Tower of London started: 
	3 What happened to the Royal Menagerie 1: 
	3 What happened to the Royal Menagerie 2: 
	4  a  Find a word from paragraph 4 which is the opposite in meaning of leave: 
	living: 
	5  Name two objects mentioned in the passage that represent royalty: 
	6  What are the responsibilities of the Beefeaters at The Tower 1: 
	6  What are the responsibilities of the Beefeaters at The Tower 2: 
	undefined: 
	b The Ravenmaster takes care of the ravens in The Tower 1: 
	b The Ravenmaster takes care of the ravens in The Tower 2: 
	b The Ravenmaster takes care of the ravens in The Tower 3: 
	8  Why is it important for the ravens to stay at The Tower 1: 
	8  Why is it important for the ravens to stay at The Tower 2: 
	Title: 
	Director: 
	Audience you are writing for: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 1: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 2: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 3: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 4: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 5: 
	Opinionscomments eg Director Gary Ross has created a quirky tale 6: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 1: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 2: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 3: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 4: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 5: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 6: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 7: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 8: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 9: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 10: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 11: 
	Do not reveal the ending or give a recount of the whole film 12: 
	ThemePlot 1: 
	ThemePlot 2: 
	ThemePlot 3: 
	ThemePlot 4: 
	ThemePlot 5: 
	Genre: 
	What type of Fantasy and why 1: 
	What type of Fantasy and why 2: 
	What type of Fantasy and why 3: 
	audience eg love or hate them 1: 
	audience eg love or hate them 2: 
	audience eg love or hate them 3: 
	audience eg love or hate them 4: 
	audience eg love or hate them 5: 
	audience eg love or hate them 6: 
	audience eg love or hate them 7: 
	audience eg love or hate them 8: 
	camera angles 1: 
	camera angles 2: 
	camera angles 3: 
	camera angles 4: 
	camera angles 5: 
	1_2: 
	2_2: 
	3_2: 
	4_2: 
	5_2: 
	6: 
	Title_2: 
	1_3: 
	2_3: 
	3_3: 
	4_3: 
	5_3: 
	6_2: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 
	12: 
	13: 
	14: 
	17: 
	1_4: 
	2_4: 
	3_4: 
	4_4: 
	5_4: 
	6_3: 
	7_2: 
	8_2: 
	9_2: 
	10_2: 
	11_2: 
	12_2: 
	13_2: 
	14_2: 
	15_2: 
	16_2: 
	17_2: 
	18: 
	19: 
	20: 
	21: 
	22: 
	23: 
	24: 
	25: 
	26: 
	27: 
	28: 
	29: 
	30: 
	31: 
	32: 
	33: 
	34: 
	35: 
	1_5: 
	2_5: 
	3_5: 
	4_5: 
	5_5: 
	6_4: 
	7_3: 
	8_3: 
	9_3: 
	10_3: 
	11_3: 
	12_3: 
	13_3: 
	14_3: 
	15_3: 
	16_3: 
	17_3: 
	18_2: 
	19_2: 
	20_2: 
	21_2: 
	22_2: 
	23_2: 
	24_2: 
	25_2: 
	26_2: 
	27_2: 
	28_2: 
	29_2: 
	30_2: 
	31_2: 
	32_2: 
	Number of words: 
	Text3: 
	0: 
	1: 
	0: 
	1: 
	0: 
	1: 
	1: 
	1: 

	0: 
	0: 
	1: 







