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Section A: Reading Comprehension 
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SECTION B: WRITING‐ THE PERSUASIVE ESSAY 
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SAMPLE: PERSUASIVE SPEECH 
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Use the graphic organizer below to plan your speech. 
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Essay Prompt: Does the school day start too early? While some simply say 
kids should go to bed earlier in order to be alert during the school day, others 
argue teens require more sleep and need to sleep later in order to function 
properly. Write a persuasive essay of 700 – 800 words in which you convince 
your school principal to start the school day at a later time.  
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